Fresh-water Mollusks Studies by M.A. Hoggarth, Professor at Otterbein College,
for the Rocky Fork Creek, Highland County


11 July 1989. Rocky Fork at TR 309 bridge, 2.0 mi. E or Rainsboro, 12.5 mi. E of Hillsboro, Paint Twp., Highland CO., Ohio.    One specimen of Stenotrema hirsutum was taken from the leaf of a tree dangling about 2 feet above the water and about four feet from the stream margin.  Either the snail climbed out on "a limb" and had no where else to go or it was in the water and clung onto the leaf as it passed when the stream was at a higher level.  Either way, I placed it back on higher ground.  Other specimens of other species were found in upland habitats present at this site.  Unionidae were found upstream of the bridge. [map available.]  Species collected at this site: 


    Snails                                            
Unionidae 
    Amnicola sp.     16 live                

Pyganodon grandis        1 live 
    Elimia livescens  22 live              

Alasmidonta marginata   2 live 
    Fossaria sp.        2 live                  
Lasmigona costata        12 live 
    Physella sp.        3 live                   
Quadrula quadrula          5 live 
                                                           
Fusconaia flava            3 live 
    other mollusks                               
Elliptio dilatata              5 live 
    Corbicula fluminea    25 live          

Ptychobranchus fasciolaris    2 live 
    Sphaerium striatinum    4 live        

Leptodea fragilis            1 live 
                                                            
Potamilus alatus            1 live 
                                                            
Lampsilis r. luteola        6 live 
                                                            
Lampsilis ventricosa       7 live 

12 October 1994. Freshwater Mussels (Unionidae) collected in the Rocky Fork in the vicinity of the Seven Caves. 
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This collection was made one mile upstream of the mouth of Rocky Fork Creek with Paint Creek, and nine miles downstream of the Rocky Fork Dam.  The specimens were collected from a 3/4 mile reach of stream.  The numbers indicate number of living specimens collected and returned. With the addition of Truncilla truncata this weekend, there is now 14 species recorded for the Rocky Fork. 


